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Category	  5	  Administration	  Support	  
	  
A.	  	  
Wilton	  Manors	  Elementary	  is	  a	  school	  with	  a	  culture,	  led	  by	  administration,	  that	  
thrives	  on	  the	  understanding	  that	  we	  are	  just	  a	  piece	  of	  the	  puzzle	  that	  creates	  the	  
world	  we	  live	  in.	  As	  an	  International	  Baccalaureate	  Primary	  Years	  Program	  school	  
we	  create	  our	  own	  year	  long	  curriculum	  that	  focuses	  on	  how	  we	  as	  individuals	  
impact	  humankind	  and	  the	  environment.	  Our	  major	  focus	  is	  on	  Sharing	  the	  Planet,	  
How	  the	  World	  Works,	  and	  How	  we	  Organize	  Ourselves.	  	  	  	  
Our	  school	  campus	  is	  a	  canvas	  for	  all	  of	  our	  work.	  We	  have	  fresh	  growing	  vegetables	  
and	  flower	  gardens	  planted	  and	  maintained	  by	  the	  students.	  We	  have	  a	  butterfly	  
garden	  that	  attracts	  hundred	  of	  butterflies	  each	  year	  and	  was	  awarded	  the	  NWF	  
Schoolyard	  Habitat.	  Our	  classrooms	  have	  seats	  made	  out	  of	  recycled	  tires	  and	  
furniture	  that	  we	  have	  refurbished.	  We	  have	  a	  Recycling	  Club	  that	  ensures	  we	  keep	  
our	  campus	  clean	  and	  minimizes	  the	  impact	  our	  trash	  has	  on	  the	  environment.	  
Student	  Council	  leads	  initiatives	  such	  as	  the	  Pompano	  Beach	  Clean	  Up	  Day,	  Caps	  of	  
Love,	  Turn	  It	  Off,	  and	  The	  Miami	  Heat’s	  “How	  Low	  Can	  You	  Go”	  Energy	  Efficient	  
Challenge.	  This	  year	  we	  will	  conclude	  our	  Mosaic	  Columns	  Beautification	  project	  
that	  was	  created	  by	  the	  students	  as	  a	  solution	  to	  the	  exterior	  walls	  of	  our	  school	  that	  
must	  be	  repainted	  each	  year.	  	  	  
	  
Our	  school	  wide	  vegetable	  gardens,	  created	  by	  Kindergarten	  and	  maintained	  by	  all	  
the	  students	  grade	  preK-‐5,	  support	  environmental	  units	  at	  each	  grade	  level.	  Our	  
program	  concludes	  in	  fifth	  grade,	  where	  the	  students	  are	  required	  to	  participate	  in	  
Exhibition.	  These	  students	  pick	  a	  topic	  of	  interest	  and	  follow	  the	  Action	  Cycle	  of	  
choose,	  act,	  reflect.	  Students	  research	  their	  area	  of	  interest,	  create	  and	  implement	  an	  
ACTION	  plan	  to	  address	  the	  concern,	  share	  their	  findings	  with	  the	  community,	  and	  
reflect	  upon	  their	  work.	  Examples	  of	  some	  projects	  are	  climate	  change,	  decrease	  in	  
bee	  population,	  pollution,	  and	  lack	  of	  clean	  drinking	  water	  in	  other	  countries.	  	  
	  
	  B.	  	  
As	  the	  school	  principal,	  I	  recognize	  the	  fact	  that	  I	  have	  the	  greatest	  impact	  on	  
Professional	  Development	  and	  that	  my	  commitment	  to	  our	  initiatives	  sets	  the	  tone	  
for	  our	  success.	  I	  have	  made	  it	  a	  priority	  to	  provide	  my	  entire	  staff	  with	  both	  the	  
resources	  and	  time	  needed	  for	  successful	  professional	  development.	  The	  staff	  at	  
Wilton	  Manors	  Elementary	  is	  actively	  engaged	  in	  on-‐going	  professional	  
development	  of	  the	  Action	  Cycle	  that	  is	  used	  in	  all	  classrooms	  to	  help	  promote	  
students’	  understanding	  as	  active	  contributing	  citizens.	  Students	  learn	  that	  the	  
Action	  Cycle	  is	  ongoing	  and	  a	  way	  they	  can	  impact	  the	  world	  around	  them.	  
Professional	  development	  was	  provided	  for	  teachers	  to	  learn	  Intro	  to	  Computer	  
Science	  and	  professional	  development	  for	  Flying	  Classroom.	  On	  her	  personal	  time,	  
Melissa	  Martinez	  went	  to	  Naples	  Botanical	  Garden	  and	  returned	  with	  information	  to	  
share	  with	  the	  staff.	  Cynthia	  Williams	  went	  to	  Morikami	  Japanese	  Gardens	  on	  her	  
own	  time,	  learned	  the	  meaning	  behind	  a	  Japanese	  Garden	  and	  the	  difference	  
between	  Japanese	  gardens	  and	  Botanical	  gardens,	  and	  then	  returned	  to	  provide	  



professional	  development	  on	  purposeful	  artistic	  landscaping.	  Our	  head	  custodian	  
attended	  the	  NatureScape	  Broward	  Custodial	  Training	  on	  water	  usage	  which	  has	  
positively	  impacted	  our	  school's	  ongoing	  conservation	  efforts.	  	  	  
	  
C.	  	  
The	  staff	  at	  Wilton	  Manors	  meets	  at	  least	  twice	  a	  week	  for	  50	  minute	  sessions	  all	  
year	  long	  to	  collaborate	  on	  the	  strategies	  that	  will	  be	  used	  to	  enhance	  the	  Green	  
School	  Projects	  that	  are	  being	  introduced	  during	  each	  6	  week	  cycle.	  We	  work	  
collaboratively	  to	  review	  our	  standards	  and	  integrate	  subject	  areas,	  including	  
specials	  classes	  to	  support	  our	  projects.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  each	  year,	  staff	  meets	  for	  an	  
extended	  week	  to	  reflect	  and	  plan	  for	  the	  upcoming	  school	  year's	  action	  plan.	  	  
	  
D.	  	  
Everyone	  in	  the	  City	  of	  Wilton	  Manors	  is	  a	  part	  of	  our	  school	  community.	  We	  share	  
our	  activities	  with	  the	  City	  Advisory	  Board	  and	  often	  reach	  out	  to	  the	  community	  for	  
help	  and	  support.	  We	  have	  partnered	  with	  the	  Kiwanis	  Club	  for	  Caps	  of	  Love,	  
worked	  with	  Lowes	  on	  a	  school	  beautification	  project	  and	  have	  a	  banner	  hanging	  at	  
their	  store.	  We	  received	  donations	  from	  Eucalyptus	  Gardens	  and	  the	  Carbonara	  
Family	  to	  support	  our	  vegetable	  and	  butterfly	  gardens.	  2nd	  grade	  manages	  our	  
school	  compost,	  prepares	  and	  delivers	  Public	  Service	  announcements,	  and	  displays	  
posters	  for	  conserving	  natural	  resources.	  The	  whole	  school	  takes	  an	  action	  trip	  to	  
Waste	  Management’s	  Landfill	  and	  participates	  in	  their	  Earth	  Day	  contest.	  
Community	  mentors	  provide	  support	  for	  5th	  Grade	  Exhibition	  projects.	  We	  have	  
provided	  countless	  tours	  for	  	  county	  elementary	  schools,	  prospective	  families,	  and	  
community	  members	  to	  see	  our	  campus	  and	  showcase	  our	  efforts.	  Our	  website	  is	  
updated	  monthly	  with	  pictures	  of	  our	  projects	  and	  ways	  we	  can	  all	  make	  the	  world	  a	  
Greener	  Place!	  Our	  20	  page	  newsletter	  has	  	  gone	  to	  a	  	  digital	  format	  to	  save	  paper.	  
	  












































